
Westminster Presbyterian celebrates 50 years of preschool
By AilY momilG

Fiftyy€ars ago, W€st-
minster Presb)'terian
Church was a pioneer in
the education of youg
children. Today, lts pre
school and mother's day
out programs are still
gomg srong.

The church, located at
the comer oI Sage Avenue
and Airport Boulevard, €s-
tablish€d the firct kinder-
garten program in the clty.

The school was the
brainchild oI the late Mary
Pope, a chaner member of
the church. The school,
which began with 21 stu-
dents, was lormed as part
of a trend to offer e.lu.+
tional opportunities to
chlldren b€Jore first grade.

"Mary Pope was a very
civic-minded woman," said
Tratti€ Ollis, the director
of th€ school's early child-
hood program. "She saw a
need and addressed lt. She
was a foMard thinker."

Sioce its inception in
1959, the Westminster pro-
gram has taught more
than 3,000 children,
according to Ollis.

The kndergarten prc
gram quickly had other
programs gYow out ol it,
including the mother's day
out and the preschool prc
grams. In 2008, the two
programs came tog€ther
to form the early child-
hood program, designed
to serve chlldren ages 6

The school currenily
has one 4yearold pre-

}y€arcld class€s and two
2-yearcld classes. The
mother's day out program
has two clagsei with chil-
dr€n ranging from 6
months to 4 years old.

"Westminster proudly
offers the orly program of
its kind in Mobile for

Cdl1esv ol W€shin.rer Pr6M.nan Ch!rch
?rt.chollar3 at W€stminstgr Presbyiedan Church's ,
eady ohildhood program enioy a party as part of the
school's anniversary celebration, Front row, from left:
Julian Kahall€y, Annie Taylor, Wlliam Taylor; lrorgan
O'Neill, Macy Browning, Maeghan Reilly, Anna Grace
Cain; second row: Logan Cashion, Dryden Paddock,
Beaux George, William Blanchette, Paul Dekle. John
D6kle, Taylor Hardson, Sage Phillips, Hannah
Broders, Lula Jane Gsorge; back row: Matthew
Browning, Jake Rostron, Caslon Paddock, Keni
Ro6tron, Jos€ph Blanchette, Zach Hutchinson, Mary
Ross Olander, LexiGarside and Sallie Hemdon.

pose." The program
provides disclpline strate
gies that ar€ age speciiic
and information regarding
ageapprop atebehavior,
said Ollis. The pro$am
also giv€s teachers various
tips for id€ntifying cenain
l€arning problems in
young children.

Preschool teachers hav€
evolved in the 50 yeals
slnce W€stminster's prc
gam was established, said
Olbs. Teachers used to be
enthusiastic moms. Today,
teachers are trained alld
more specialized. Some of
the school's teachers are
former or ce ified teach-
ers; others are enrolled in
coll€ge worhng towards

Westminster offers hall
day programs Monday-Fri
day lrom I a.m. to I p.m.
Parents have tbe flexibility
of choosing three or five

}y€ar-old pr€school chil-

'4yearcld preschool at-
tend five days a we€k.
Mother's day out is avail-
able from one to live days

"Since our b€ginnin8,
Westminster's phllosophy
has been that learning is
Iun. Children leam best
utilizing their live senses,"
Ollis said. "We €ncourag€
a wide range oI experi
ences and provide educa-
tionallieldt ps
throughout th€ year."

The ratio oI childrm to
teachers varies, depending
on the age of the children.
sald Ollis. For the mother's
day out program, the ratio
is lour childrei to one
teacher and the 4y€arcld
classes tFically include
up to 11 children per

A halfday program is
also olfered during the
summer montbs. 'This is
one of the sweetest places

€!€r," Ollis said.
The Church is located at

2921 Airpo.t Blvd. The
school's Web sit€ is

www.w€stminst€rkids.
com. For more informa-
tion, call Maureen Hender-
son at 251-471-9995.
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2 %-yearolds, called the
'little leamers,"' Ollis said. .
"Uttle learners is a bidge
betw€€n motier's day out
and pr€school wher€ chil-
dren begin building a foun-
dation for preschool,"

Th€ progam has nin€ 
"teachers, some of whom

have been with the school
lor more than 13 years.

The children participate
in music and Spanish
classes and beginning
computer skills as well as

phonics, 8),mnastics and
ballet. The preschool chil-
dren also attend chapel
every W€dnesday morn-
ing,led by the church's
pastor, David Mauldin.

"We have a good stalf.
There is a good mix of old
and new teachers," Ollis
said. 'I love the way these
teachers work together."

The progran's teachers
were trained in 200&09 in
the method Childcare En-
hancem€nt with a Pur-
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